
Work Authorization



Form I-765

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765


Supporting Information and Documents

● Names
● Addresses
● Information about your family if you want a Social Security Number
● Information about your entry to the United States
● Category (Part 2, Page 3, Question 27)

○ (c)(8) - asylum seekers
○ (a)(12) - TPS applicants

● Criminal issues (asylum seekers)
● 2 passport style photos
● Proof of filing your asylum application
● Government issued identification document



Filing Fees

Asylum Applicants

• First application for work authorization is free

• Renewals are $410, or you can file a fee waiver application 
(Form I-912)



Filing Fees

TPS Applicants

$410, or you can file a fee waiver application (Form I-912)



Work Authorization Based on a Pending Asylum 
Application

• Timeline

Day 1: I-589 is filed with 
USCIS or the 
Immigration Court

Day 150: Asylum 
applicant can apply for 
work authorization with 
USCIS

Day 180: Asylum 
applicant is eligible for 
work authorization

Example:

January 1, 2024 – I-589 
Asylum Application is 
filed

May 30, 2024 – Form 
I-765 can be filed with 
USCIS

June 29, 2024 –
Applicant is eligible for 
work authorization



Work Authorization Based on a Pending Asylum
Application

• The clock can stop 

Day 1: I-589 is filed with 
USCIS or the 
Immigration Court

Day 150: Asylum 
applicant can apply for 
work authorization with 
USCIS

Day 180: Asylum 
applicant is eligible for 
work authorization

Applicant Caused Delays:
• A request to transfer a case to a new asylum office 
• Amotion to change venue with the Immigration Court
• A request to reschedule an asylum interview with USCIS for a later date
• A request more time to find an attorney with the Immigration Court
• Failure to appear at an interview or fingerprint appointment.



Work Authorization Based on a Pending Asylum
Application

• The clock can restart if previously stopped

Day 1: I-589 is filed with 
USCIS or the 
Immigration Court

Day 150: Asylum 
applicant can apply for 
work authorization with 
USCIS

Day 180: Asylum 
applicant is eligible for 
work authorization



Checking your case status



Validity

• Work authorization based 
on pending asylum
applications (c)(8) - 5 years

• Work authorization based 
on TPS (a)(12) - varies



For more immigration help 
please visit nwirp.org
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